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Nothing, however, was done about the matter at once;
but there had been a growing feeling for some time
that the natives ought to be more largely employed in
the public service of their own land, and in 1886 a
commission consisting of eight Englishmen and six
natives was appointed to study the subject. Among
other things they reported that the limit of nineteen
years of age tended to exclude natives of India on
account of the difficulty of coming to England and
getting an education before that time, and they recom-
mended that the maximum limit of twenty-three
years should be restored.1
The Age again raised to  Twenty-three
In the course of evidence taken by this commission,
it appeared that the great majority of the Indian
Civil Servants were in favor of raising the maximum
age of English candidates at the examination, and
in this view the Governor General, supported by an
almost unanimous opinion of his Council, concurred.2
The majority of the Council of India in England
were opposed to the change, mainly on the ground
that it would cause the successful candidates to go
out to India at too late an age, and that it would
tend to increase the proportion of natives in the Indian
Civil Service to such an extent as to imperil its dis-
1  Report of the Public Service Commission, 1886-1887, Parl. Papers,
1888, c. 5327.    On October I, 1887, there were in the Civil Service
only twelve natives of India who had entered through the competitive
examination in England.    /</., p. 43.
2  Correspondence, etc., op. cit.t p. IO.